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Audio Transcript of Sermon 
August 15, 2020 
David-Marries Abigail 
 
Hello. Thank you for joining us today. My name is Tom Laign with Sabbath Bible 
Study. We are studying the life of David and last week saw how David lived a life 
of faith relying on God compared to Saul who though he saw himself as faithful, 
relied on signs as an indication of God’s will or made presumptions about God’s 
will because of his status as king. This week we will continue our study of David 
and will begin by considering his interactions with Nabal and Abigail, after the 
death of Samuel. By considering that Samuel, for whom this and the next book of 
the Bible are written, died in the twenty-fifth chapter of the first book, this is an 
indicator this book was not written by Samuel, but is an account of the historical 
impact of the life of Samuel. After the death of Samuel, David went to the 
wilderness of Paran. First Samuel chapter twenty-five verse one. 
 
1 Samuel 25:1-13 
1. And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented 
him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to 
the wilderness of Paran. 
 
While there, David became aware of a rich man named Nabal who lived in Maon 
who was lucky enough to be married to an intelligent well-spoken wife named 
Abigail who also was beautiful. We don’t know why Abigail married Nabal, what 
she saw in him because Nabal is described as both stubborn and evil, a real hard-
head. Verse two. 
 
2. And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the 
man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: 
and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 
3. Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and 
she was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but 
the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 
 
David heard that it was sheep-shearing time for Nabal’s herd and David thought 
this would make a great time for an introduction to be set up between the two, so 
David sent a group of ten young men to approach Nabal. He told them to greet 
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Nabal politely by offering a greeting of peace and prosperity. David was hoping he 
would be able to negotiate provisions from Nabal by showing how he had treated 
his sheep-shearers well while they were in the proximity of David. They asked 
Nabal that he may find favor for them and awaited for Nabal’s response. Verse 
four. 
 
4. And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 
5. And David sent out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get 
you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 
6. And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, 
and peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 
7. And now I have heard that thou hast shearers: now thy shepherds which 
were with us, we hurt them not, neither was there ought missing unto them, all 
the while they were in Carmel. 
8. Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men 
find favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, I pray thee, 
whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David. 
9. And when David's young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all 
those words in the name of David, and ceased. 
 
Nabal was blunt and direct telling the men that David had sent, that he had no 
idea who David was or who his father Jesse was, nor did he know any of the men 
who were with David. He shared with them that there were many young men, 
just like David who weren’t doing what they needed to do by staying with their 
master and doing what was required and just looking for a quick hand-out. If this 
type of dialog happened today, all that might change is a discussion regarding the 
sheep and sheep-shearers. Just like in Nabal’s day, people who have achieved a 
degree of success and accomplishment in life seem to be quick to discount what 
the younger generation is doing, not realizing that what the younger generation is 
doing is not that far removed from what that generation did when the same age. 
Nabal was unwilling to share bread and meat with David’s men preferring to save 
it for his own men. When Nabal shared his thoughts with David’s men, they 
realized the discussion with Nabal was over and returned to David. How Nabal 
responded to the request by David’s men did not sit well with David who 
gathered two hundred armed men to take on Nabal. Verse ten. 
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10. And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David? and who is 
the son of Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every 
man from his master. 
11. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for 
my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I know not whence they be? 
12. So David's young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told 
him all those sayings. 
13. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they 
girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there 
went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the 
stuff. 
 
What Nabal told David was well within his prerogative to say. The view that Nabal 
had of David was a view that most successful and accomplished people would 
likely have in similar circumstances today. Nabal’s words provoked an anger 
response out of David, a man identified as a man of faith in Hebrews chapter 
eleven verse thirty-two, anointed by God to be the king of Israel. David wanted to 
respond by bringing his army to Nabal. Sometimes those who have attained 
status in life forget how to be kind to others. Consider how David might have 
responded if Nabal had used kinder words in responding to the request given him 
by David’s men. Proverbs gives us insight on how we could respond to a similar 
request. Thousands of years ago it was known that kind words could avert anger 
and harsh words could intensify anger. Those who were wise then and now 
practice this. Maybe Nabal was well-off and lacking wisdom in using his words. 
Proverbs fifteen verse one. 
 
Proverbs 15:1-2 
1. A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 
2. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools 
poureth out foolishness. 
 
The words used by Nabal were powerful enough to evoke an anger response from 
David, and the words we use today also have power, having both the power for 
good and evil often in our own lives. Proverbs provides many insights into how we 
can use our words, and in Proverbs chapter twelve beginning in verse sixteen  we 
are told a fool’s anger is always known and a prudent person conceals anger. We 
are also told that when we speak the truth we show righteousness, but false 
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witnesses lie. The words that we hear will either cut us down or when we are 
lucky to hear the words of wise people, these words will be healing. As we speak, 
will our words cut down other people or be healing for other people? Truth is 
eternal and lies last but for a moment, and those who seek to deceive have evil 
intentions, those who seek to bring peace want joy. Let’s read Proverbs chapter 
twelve beginning in verse sixteen. 
 
Proverbs 12:16-20 
16. A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent man covereth shame. 
17. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness 
deceit. 
18. There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the 
wise is health. 
19. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a 
moment. 
20. Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of 
peace is joy. 
 
Words that are appropriate to the occasion are compared in the Book of Proverbs 
to fruit and jewelry made of precious metals. The words used by Nabal were not 
thought of by David’s men as fitly spoken. Proverbs twenty-five verse eleven. 
 
Proverbs 25:11-12 
11. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 
12. As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover 
upon an obedient ear. 
 
When we speak, we are reminded by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians to be 
mindful of the words we use, to ensure that the words we use edify, or build up, 
the people who hear our words. When our words cut down other people, we 
grieve the Holy Spirit. Part of edifying others is to let go of bitterness, wrath, 
anger, evil speaking, and avoiding contentions with others. Instead we are to edify 
or build up others, and we are to be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving 
others as we are forgiven by God. Let’s notice what Paul wrote in Ephesians 
chapter four verse twenty-nine. 
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Ephesians 4:29-32 
29. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 
30. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. 
31. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice: 
32. And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 
 
Paul reminds us that even when interacting with people who do not know us, we 
are to act in wisdom so we do not waste time. We are always to use words 
reflecting not only an attitude of grace, but the temperament of the people to 
whom we are speaking. Colossians chapter four verse five. 
 
Colossians 4:5-6 
5. Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 
6. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer every man. 
 
In the Book of James we are given a comparison between the tongue and the 
rudder of a ship, controlled by the helm. The ship’s rudder sets the direction 
much like our tongue sets the direction of our lives. When Nabal spoke roughly to 
David’s men, he set in course the immediate direction his life would take. With 
our words we often offend and we should strive to offend not at all. James also 
shows even though we have been able to tame just about any kind of wild animal, 
the tongue is the final frontier of being tamed. People find themselves blessing 
God and cursing people, and we must do better. James chapter three, beginning 
with verse one. 
 
James 3:1-10 
1. My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 
condemnation. 
2. For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 
3. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we 
turn about their whole body. 
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4. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce 
winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth. 
5. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! 
6. And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of 
nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 
7. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the 
sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 
8. But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 
9. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which 
are made after the similitude of God. 
10. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these 
things ought not so to be. 
 
Even Jesus spoke of the tongue and the words we say. He told us that out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks and this means what we focus our 
conversation on and how we speak reflects who we truly are. If we speak of good 
things it means our heart is focused on good things and when we speak of evil, we 
are focused on evil. Jesus tells us that in the day of judgment we will be judged by 
every word we say and will either be justified, similar to being found not guilty, or 
we will be condemned. Matthew chapter twelve verse thirty-three. 
 
Matthew 12:33-37 
33. Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, 
and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. 
34. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
35. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 
36. But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. 
37. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned. 
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That brings us back to the story at hand where Nabal had angered David because 
of the rough response he gave to David’s men. Word of this got back to Nabal’s 
wife, Abigail, through one of the servants who explained that David’s men had 
treated them well and were friendly. This servant was also able to determine that 
how Nabal had responded would not end favorably for Nabal, and knowing that 
Nabal was very stubborn, a request was made of Abigail to respond. Let’s 
continue in first Samuel chapter twenty-five beginning in verse fourteen.  
 
1 Samuel 25:14-44 
14. But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David 
sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on 
them. 
15. But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed 
we any thing, as long as we were conversant with them, when we were in the 
fields: 
16. They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with 
them keeping the sheep. 
17. Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined 
against our master, and against all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, 
that a man cannot speak to him. 
 
Abigail knew she needed to intervene on Nabal’s behalf and made a decision to 
leave quickly  without telling Nabal and took with her two hundred loaves of 
bread and two vessels of wine, with each vessel probably large enough to 
complement the bread, along with dried grain, raisins, and figs. Abigail knew food 
was a great way to show hospitality, and food is still a great way to show 
hospitality.  Eventually Abigail met up with David who was flustered that even 
though his men had treated Nabal kindly, Nabal had not shown them any favor. In 
David’s mind, it would have been better if he had taken the animals in pasture. He 
also told Abigail that he was prepared to take the lives of every man who served 
Nabal or who were family members. Verse eighteen. 
 
18. Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of 
wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an 
hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on 
asses. 
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19. And she said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. 
But she told not her husband Nabal. 
20. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by the covert of 
the hill, and, behold, David and his men came down against her; and she met 
them. 
21. Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the 
wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he 
hath requited me evil for good. 
22. So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that 
pertain to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the wall. 
 
Hearing this, Abigail quickly got off her donkey and bowed before David as a sign 
of respect. She admitted to David that Nabal was hard-headed and asked David to 
reconsider and asked for God to give David a blessing, and establish his throne 
because he fought the battles of God. She also asked that David find no offense or 
take lives unnecessarily. Verse twenty-three. 
 
23. And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell 
before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 
24. And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: 
and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. 
25. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his 
name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: but I thine handmaid 
saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. 
26. Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the 
LORD hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, and from avenging 
thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to 
my lord, be as Nabal. 
27. And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let 
it even be given unto the young men that follow my lord. 
28. I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will 
certainly make my lord a sure house; because my lord fighteth the battles of the 
LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. 
29. Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my 
lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of 
thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the middle of a sling. 
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30. And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord 
according to all the good that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have 
appointed thee ruler over Israel; 
31. That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, 
either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged 
himself: but when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember 
thine handmaid. 
 
David was touched by what Abigail had said and gave praises to God for bringing 
Abigail to him. He told her that her actions saved the lives of all the men who 
were servants of Nabal as well as the men of the family. David asked Abigail to 
return to her home. Verse thirty-two. 
 
32. And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent 
thee this day to meet me: 
33. And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day 
from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand. 
34. For in very deed, as the LORD God of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back 
from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there 
had not been left unto Nabal by the morning light any that pisseth against the 
wall. 
35. So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said 
unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and 
have accepted thy person. 
 
When Abigail returned to Nabal, they had a huge feast that would rival the feast 
of a king. Nabal became very drunk, and he was a happy drunk. Abigail thought all 
would be well in the morning, and in the morning when Nabal was sobering up, 
his heart became as cold as stone. He was stubborn, digging in, and would not 
change his mind concerning David and David’s men. God had mercy on Abigail 
and ten days later let Nabal die, sparing Abigail the horror of having to see a 
slaughter of the men. Verse thirty-six. 
 
36. And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the 
feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very 
drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light. 
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37. But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, 
and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he 
became as a stone. 
38. And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that 
he died. 
 
When David heard that Nabal was dead, he knew that God had intervened to save 
him from an unpleasant task. David knew he wanted to marry Abigail and sent 
men to tell Abigail of David’s desire, and she accepted David’s proposal. At the 
same time, David also married Ahinoam of Jezreel. While he was away, Saul had 
his daughter, Michal, David’s wife, married to Phalti, the son of Laish of Gallim. 
Verse thirty-nine. 
 
39. And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, 
that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath 
kept his servant from evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal 
upon his own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to 
him to wife. 
40. And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake 
unto her, saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. 
41. And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, 
let thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 
42. And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of 
hers that went after her; and she went after the messengers of David, and 
became his wife. 
43. David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they were also both of them his 
wives. 
44. But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David's wife, to Phalti the son of 
Laish, which was of Gallim. 
 
Once again the Ziphites came to Saul to let him know they knew where David was 
hiding, in the hills of Hachilah near Jeshimon. With this information, Saul took 
three thousand men to hunt David and made camp nearby. David sent spies to 
verify Saul’s location. Instead of running from Saul, David decided to confront Saul 
and from a distance determined the very spot where Saul and his captain, Abner, 
slept. With David were Ahimelech and Abishai and Abishai agreed to go with 
David to Saul’s camp. First Samuel twenty-six beginning with verse one. 
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1 Samuel 26:1-25 
1. And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide 
himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon? 
2. Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three 
thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
3. And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon, by the way. 
But David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the 
wilderness. 
4. David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul was come in very 
deed. 
5. And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched: and David 
beheld the place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his 
host: and Saul lay in the trench, and the people pitched round about him. 
6. Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, Who will go down with me to Saul to the 
camp? And Abishai said, I will go down with thee. 
 
They approached the encampment at night when Saul was asleep and Abishai 
wanted to kill Saul. David declined to do so because Saul was still anointed king of 
Israel by God. This was after Saul had taken Michal, David’s wife, and given her to 
another man. Very few people would have faulted David had he gone ahead and 
killed Saul. David knew when the time was right, Saul would be removed from his 
life and that he would not be the one to take Saul’s life and instead took the spear 
and water container. Verse seven. 
 
7. So David and Abishai came to the people by night: and, behold, Saul lay 
sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster: but 
Abner and the people lay round about him. 
8. Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand 
this day: now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the 
earth at once, and I will not smite him the second time. 
9. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand 
against the LORD'S anointed, and be guiltless? 
10. David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his 
day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 
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11. The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S 
anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the 
cruse of water, and let us go. 
 
After taking the spear and water container, they left the camp and nobody knew 
they were there. God worked a miracle to keep all the men asleep. When David 
was safely away at a distance, he cried out to Abner and told Abner he was not 
worthy to live, because Saul’s spear and water container had been taken when it 
was his responsibility to protect the king. Verse twelve. 
 
12. So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; and they 
gat them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they were 
all asleep; because a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them. 
13. Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of an hill afar 
off; a great space being between them: 
14. And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, 
Answerest thou not, Abner? Then Abner answered and said, Who art thou that 
criest to the king? 
15. And David said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee 
in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king? for there came 
one of the people in to destroy the king thy lord. 
16. This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the LORD liveth, ye are worthy 
to die, because ye have not kept your master, the LORD'S anointed. And now 
see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his bolster. 
 
Saul could tell from the voice that it was David, and David confirmed to the king 
he was David. David asked Saul if the source of Saul’s desire to kill him came from 
God or man, and this prompted Saul to consider the source of his desire. He went 
on to tell David, that he would no longer pursue him. David then offered to return 
Saul’s spear and asked that a young man come to retrieve it. This was not only a 
generous offer, but showed everyone that David could have killed Saul. Both men 
then left. Verse seventeen. 
 
17. And Saul knew David's voice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And 
David said, It is my voice, my lord, O king. 
18. And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what 
have I done? or what evil is in mine hand? 
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19. Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his 
servant. If the LORD have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: 
but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD; for they 
have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the LORD, saying, 
Go, serve other gods. 
20. Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the face of the 
LORD: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a 
partridge in the mountains. 
21. Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do 
thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have 
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 
22. And David answered and said, Behold the king's spear! and let one of the 
young men come over and fetch it. 
23. The LORD render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: for the 
LORD delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not stretch forth mine 
hand against the LORD'S anointed. 
24. And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life 
be much set by in the eyes of the LORD, and let him deliver me out of all 
tribulation. 
25. Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do 
great things, and also shalt still prevail. So David went on his way, and Saul 
returned to his place. 
 
Even though Saul promised him peace, David knew that Saul’s desire to kill him 
would never fully leave and could be rekindled at any time. David decided to 
leave Israel and live among the Philistines who would likely leave him alone 
because of the death and destruction that David had brought to their army. He 
asked Achish if he could stay with them, and Achish agreed giving him Ziklag as a 
place to live and he lived there for sixteen months. With Saul learning that David 
was living with the Philistines, he gave up on the idea of pursuing David. First 
Samuel twenty-seven verse one. 
 
1 Samuel 27:1-12 
1. And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: 
there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of 
the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of 
Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand. 
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2. And David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred men that were 
with him unto Achish, the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 
3. And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his 
household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail 
the Carmelitess, Nabal's wife. 
4. And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought no more again 
for him. 
5. And David said unto Achish, If I have now found grace in thine eyes, let them 
give me a place in some town in the country, that I may dwell there: for why 
should thy servant dwell in the royal city with thee? 
6. Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the 
kings of Judah unto this day. 
7. And the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was a full year 
and four months. 
 
While living in Ziklag, David used the opportunity to invade and conquer people 
who had lived in the area the longest times, and he utterly killed the people 
taking their livestock and possessions. David did this so frequently that Achish 
wanted to know where David was off to next. Deep down, Achish felt that David 
had caused problems for Israel and that David and Israel would always be at odds 
with each other. Verse eight. 
 
8. And David and his men went up, and invaded the Geshurites, and the 
Gezrites, and the Amalekites: for those nations were of old the inhabitants of 
the land, as thou goest to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 
9. And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and took 
away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the camels, and the apparel, 
and returned, and came to Achish. 
10. And Achish said, Whither have ye made a road to day? And David said, 
Against the south of Judah, and against the south of the Jerahmeelites, and 
against the south of the Kenites. 
11. And David saved neither man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, 
saying, Lest they should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so will be his 
manner all the while he dwelleth in the country of the Philistines. 
12. And Achish believed David, saying, He hath made his people Israel utterly to 
abhor him; therefore he shall be my servant for ever. 
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Achish believed that David would be a life-long servant, not knowing the plan that 
God had already determined for David. Achish saw David as his bread basket 
bringing plunder from the people whom David killed. He didn’t seem concerned 
that David was the man who had taken out the Philistine army, nor did he seem 
aware that David would be the next king of Israel. Next week, we will see how 
much Saul lacked faith and what caused David’s return to Israel. 
 
Thank you for joining us today. God-willing we’ll get together next time on the 
Sabbath. Until then, thank you for joining us today. 
 


