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Audio Transcript of Sermon 
August 22, 2020 
David-Saul Dies 
 
Hello. Thank you for joining us today. My name is Tom Laign with Sabbath Bible 
Study.  As we study the life of David, we see the tension that existed between 
Saul and David resulting from Saul’s concerns that David would take over the 
kingdom, never realizing why God took the kingdom from him, never having faith 
in God but seeking after signs to prove God’s support for him in his mind. Last 
week we saw how Samuel had died and without the prophet, Saul felt alone. 
Because of Saul’s aggression towards David, David fled with his family and lived 
among the Philistines living near Achish and becoming a trusted warrior for him. 
Once again, the Philistines sought to fight the Israelites and because David was 
from Israel, Achish wanted to confirm David’s loyalty before the battle, and David 
assured him that he and his men would fight. First Samuel twenty-eight verse 
one. 
 
1 Samuel 28:1-7 
1. And it came to pass in those days, that the Philistines gathered their armies 
together for warfare, to fight with Israel. And Achish said unto David, Know 
thou assuredly, that thou shalt go out with me to battle, thou and thy men. 
2. And David said to Achish, Surely thou shalt know what thy servant can do. 
And Achish said to David, Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for 
ever. 
 
Back in Israel, people were still mourning the death of Samuel who was buried in 
his hometown of Ramah. Because of his prior relationship with Samuel who 
undoubtedly reminded Saul of the need to exile people with familiar spirits and 
wizards from the land of Israel, Saul had previously followed through and made 
sure these people were exiled. It was as Israel was still mourning Samuel that the 
Philistines sought to attack with their armies encamped at Shunem and the 
armies of Israel encamped at Gilboa. Verse three. 
 
3. Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in 
Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar 
spirits, and the wizards, out of the land. 
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4. And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in 
Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 
 
As was typical of Saul he was afraid of the Philistines and sought a response from 
God what to do, yet no response came from God either through dreams, oracles, 
or prophets. Saul had no idea what to do and instead of asking God a second 
time, or asking God for forgiveness for past actions, Saul instead sought a 
medium, a person who by scripture he knew he should not consult, and was told 
there was a medium at Endor. Verse five. 
 
5. And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart 
greatly trembled. 
6. And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by 
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 
7. Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, 
that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, 
there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. 
 
Samuel had spent much time with Saul, and as king, Saul was also likely to easily 
connect with the priests and should have known what was written in Leviticus 
when he thought to consult a medium. God told the children of Israel of the need 
to keep God’s Sabbaths, the weekly Sabbath and the annual Holy Days, and to 
treat as holy the temple area. That was contrasted with the need to ignore those 
with familiar spirits, and to disregard witches and warlocks. Even though Saul was 
king, he would have known of the need to honor the elderly while also respecting 
God. He would have been aware of the need as king to establish civil laws aligned 
to the Biblical principle of treating strangers, or foreigners, traveling through or 
moving to Israel, as if they were native born Israelites. He would have also known 
of the need to require righteous judgment, where innocent people are never sent 
to prison and where only the innocent are found not guilty. Saul would have also 
known of the need to have fair weights and measures. Yet, Saul chose to ignore 
God and sought after a medium, a person with a familiar spirit. Let’s read what 
Saul should have known in Leviticus chapter nineteen verse thirty. 
 
Leviticus 19:30-37 
30. Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD. 
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31. Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be 
defiled by them: I am the LORD your God. 
32. Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old 
man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD. 
33. And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. 
34. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born 
among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land 
of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
35. Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in 
measure. 
36. Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am 
the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
37. Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do 
them: I am the LORD. 
 
When God promised Abraham the land of Israel, God knew that the people 
already living there had no knowledge of God and tried to make sense of their 
world using methods with which God would find fault. God never intended for the 
children of Israel to use a medium or a person who consults familiar spirits and 
never wanted witchcraft to be part of their life, and God warned the children of 
Israel of the need to avoid these as they prepared to take possession of their 
homeland. Saul would have known about these requirements and instead of 
compliance, chose to disregard what God required. Deuteronomy chapter 
eighteen verse nine. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 
9. When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou 
shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 
10. There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of 
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
11. Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer. 
12. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because 
of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 
13. Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 
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14. For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of 
times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered 
thee so to do. 
 
Instead of focusing on the physical knowledge of life which includes the use of the 
intellect to commit different physical acts that God dislikes, Paul encouraged the 
Galatians to focus on the fruit of the spirit instead. Just like it was abhorrent to 
God that a child of Israel consult a medium, it would equally abhorrent today for a 
follower of Christ, a Christian, to consult with a medium today. Those who 
practice witchcraft and practice idolatry are among those who will not be part of 
the future Kingdom of God. Galatians chapter five beginning with verse nineteen. 
 
Galatians 5:19-26 
19. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20. Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, 
21. Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 
23. Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts. 
25. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 
 
Saul sought God’s feedback not because he was a person of faith, but because he 
wanted to know what the future held for him. In our lives, when we seek God, it 
cannot be because we want to know what the future holds for us, but because we 
have faith that God will provide for our needs knowing what our needs are before 
we know what our needs are. Jesus spoke of this during His earthly ministry. Jesus 
taught that we should not worry about what the future holds for us, knowing that 
God will provide for us as much as He provides for animals and plants. Instead of 
worrying about the future, we need to seek first God’s Kingdom and God’s 
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righteousness, and when we do this Jesus shared that the needs of people will be 
provided. By seeking God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness, we seek the fruits 
of the spirit in our life and distance ourselves from the works of the flesh 
including witchcraft and idolatry.  Matthew chapter six verse twenty-five. 
 
Matthew 6:25-34 
25. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life 
more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
26. Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they? 
27. Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28. And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 
29. And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 
30. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? 
31. Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
32. For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 
33. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
34. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
 
With the knowledge that God abhors mediums and witchcraft, why do some 
choose to practice? It’s a way to make money. During the early church history, 
Paul and Silas were confronted by a person with a familiar spirit that was 
monetized. Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not 
seen. Faith is not monetized. Be wary of those who attempt to monetize faith. 
The person with the familiar spirit followed Paul without rest and told everyone 
that Paul was a servant of God who would lead people to salvation. Paul 
eventually had enough and in the name of Jesus Christ cast the demon from her. 
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Seeing their money source was gone, the handlers of the young lady with the 
demon took Paul and Silas to court claiming they troubled their city. In the 
modern era, mediums and sorcery are often monetized along with religion to 
make money. Acts chapter sixteen verse sixteen. 
 
Acts 16:16-21 
16. And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with 
a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by 
soothsaying: 
17. The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the 
servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 
18. And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the 
spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he 
came out the same hour. 
19. And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they 
caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, 
20. And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do 
exceedingly trouble our city, 
21. And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to 
observe, being Romans. 
 
Looking to the future, we see the time of the Kingdom of God and the New 
Jerusalem and not allowed in are people who do not measure up to the 
requirements, including sorcerers and idolaters. Instead of eternal life, these 
people are destroyed in the lake of fire and cease to exist. Revelation chapter 
twenty-one verse six. 
 
Revelation 21:6-8 
6. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
7. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall 
be my son. 
8. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
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This is such an important concept that it is restated in the very next chapter. 
Revelation chapter twenty-two verse twelve. 
 
Revelation 22:12-15 
12. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be. 
13. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
14. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
15. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, 
and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 
 
Knowing he had no reason to consult a medium and knowing that consulting with 
a medium was an abomination, Saul instead of stopping, thinking, and changing 
his mind, decided to disguise himself so nobody would know it was him, and 
sought to meet with the medium, sneaking out by night with a few servants so 
the chances of being spotted were very low. When he met with the medium, she 
reminded him, not realizing that it was Saul with whom she was speaking, that 
Saul had exiled the mediums. She shared with him that she was risking her life if 
Saul were to find out. The medium asked who Saul wanted to talk to, and Saul 
requested to speak with Samuel. First Samuel twenty-eight verse eight. 
 
1 Samuel 28:8-25 
8. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two 
men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, 
divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name 
unto thee. 
9. And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, 
how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the 
land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die? 
10. And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there shall 
no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 
11. Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring 
me up Samuel. 
 
When the woman conjured up Samuel, she realized the disguised person with her 
was Saul and immediately became worried probably thinking she was part of 



 

This transcript Copyright Tom Laign 2020 and is free to be used for non-commercial purposes. 
 

some type of police action. Saul told her to not worry and wanted to know what 
she saw. The medium told Saul she saw gods with a small g ascending out of earth 
and one of them was an old man with a mantle. Saul perceived that this was 
Samuel. The medium never told Saul that it was Samuel, Saul jumped to this 
conclusion by himself, just like he previously jumped to conclusions in 
understanding God’s will by seeking after a sign or presuming because he was 
king that God would support his decisions. Saul spoke to the medium who had 
seen the gods ascending from the earth, and Saul concluded that the old man that 
she referred to wearing a mantle, was Samuel. Saul bowed on the ground, and 
told Samuel he had asked for him because God was no more answering him and 
Saul wanted to know what to do. Through the medium Saul was told that God had 
departed from him and given the kingdom to David, and that God had become 
Saul’s enemy.  
 
Some look at this passage and think a demon was speaking through the medium 
which is not given to us. Some read this passage and think a ghostly figure of 
Samuel appeared before Saul, and that is not given to us either. What we do 
know is the medium said she saw gods ascending from the earth and one of them 
was an old man with a mantle. We do know from the passage that Saul had 
disclosed that God was no longer speaking to him, and since the death of Goliath, 
David had developed a high level of notoriety. Because Saul always took a large 
army to fight David, it had to be common knowledge that David had fallen out of 
favor with Saul. The conversation with the medium could have been the result of 
a demon speaking through the medium. It could have been a highly skilled con 
artist weaving the words that Saul had just shared with her together with what 
would have been common knowledge of the situation with David and Saul’s past 
military actions to provide an answer that Saul would perceive to be from Samuel. 
We do not know exactly how and why these words came from the medium. Verse 
twelve. 
 
12. And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the 
woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 
13. And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the 
woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 
14. And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh 
up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and 
he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself. 
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15. And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And 
Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, 
and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, 
nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto 
me what I shall do. 
16. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is 
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? 
17. And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent 
the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: 
18. Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce 
wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this 
day. 
 
The medium, speaking like Samuel, went on to state that Israel would lose to the 
Philistines the next day and that like Samuel Saul and his sons would die. This 
caused Saul to collapse on the floor and immediately the medium started 
speaking like the lady and offered Saul some food and he refused until he was 
convinced to eat by his servants who were with him. After eating, Saul and his 
servants went back to their camp. Verse nineteen. 
 
19. Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the 
Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also 
shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines. 
20. Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, 
because of the words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had 
eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night. 
21. And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and 
said unto him, Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put 
my life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words which thou spakest 
unto me. 
22. Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also unto the voice of thine 
handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou 
mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way. 
23. But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his servants, together with the 
woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their voice. So he arose from 
the earth, and sat upon the bed. 
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24. And the woman had a fat calf in the house; and she hasted, and killed it, and 
took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof: 
25. And she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they did eat. 
Then they rose up, and went away that night. 
 
Preparing for the battle, the Philistines gathered their armies at Aphek, including 
the men of David who agreed to fight with Achish, and the Israelites gathered at 
Jezreel. It surprised the Philistine princes to see David and they asked Achish why 
they were marching with the Philistines. Achish defended their presence and told 
the princes they had been loyal to him. It made the princes angry to see David 
and his men marching with the Philistines, and they told Achish to have David 
return home. They were concerned that during battle, David would turn on them 
and attack them as they were attacking the Israelites. Achish told David to return 
to Ziklag, and the next day, David and his men left as the Philistines marched the 
other way to fight the Israelites at Jezreel. First Samuel chapter twenty-nine verse 
one. 
 
1 Samuel 29:1-11 
1. Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to Aphek: and the 
Israelites pitched by a fountain which is in Jezreel. 
2. And the lords of the Philistines passed on by hundreds, and by thousands: but 
David and his men passed on in the rereward with Achish. 
3. Then said the princes of the Philistines, What do these Hebrews here? And 
Achish said unto the princes of the Philistines, Is not this David, the servant of 
Saul the king of Israel, which hath been with me these days, or these years, and 
I have found no fault in him since he fell unto me unto this day? 
4. And the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the 
Philistines said unto him, Make this fellow return, that he may go again to his 
place which thou hast appointed him, and let him not go down with us to battle, 
lest in the battle he be an adversary to us: for wherewith should he reconcile 
himself unto his master? should it not be with the heads of these men? 
5. Is not this David, of whom they sang one to another in dances, saying, Saul 
slew his thousands, and David his ten thousands? 
6. Then Achish called David, and said unto him, Surely, as the LORD liveth, thou 
hast been upright, and thy going out and thy coming in with me in the host is 
good in my sight: for I have not found evil in thee since the day of thy coming 
unto me unto this day: nevertheless the lords favour thee not. 
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7. Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that thou displease not the lords of 
the Philistines. 
8. And David said unto Achish, But what have I done? and what hast thou found 
in thy servant so long as I have been with thee unto this day, that I may not go 
fight against the enemies of my lord the king? 
9. And Achish answered and said to David, I know that thou art good in my 
sight, as an angel of God: notwithstanding the princes of the Philistines have 
said, He shall not go up with us to the battle. 
10. Wherefore now rise up early in the morning with thy master's servants that 
are come with thee: and as soon as ye be up early in the morning, and have 
light, depart. 
11. So David and his men rose up early to depart in the morning, to return into 
the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel. 
 
As David and his men were returning to Ziklag, they came across the Amalekites 
who had invaded in the absence of the Philistine army,  burned Ziklag, and taken 
their wives and daughters as captives, including the wives of David. David asked 
Abiathar if David and his men would prevail if they went after their wives and 
daughters, and God told him they would recover all. Asking God what course of 
action to take is not a sign of lack of faith, but shows faith. Contrasting that to 
Samuel who instead of making himself right with God when he received no 
response with his prayers and who relied on a medium for an answer, David 
trusted God. First Samuel chapter thirty verse one. 
 
1 Samuel 30:1-31 
1. And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the 
third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten 
Ziklag, and burned it with fire; 
2. And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, 
either great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way. 
3. So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; 
and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives. 
4. Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, 
until they had no more power to weep. 
5. And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 
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6. And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, 
because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for 
his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God. 
7. And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray thee, bring me 
hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. 
8. And David enquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I 
overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake 
them, and without fail recover all. 
 
Faith requires action, and David took six hundred men with him on the pursuit. 
When they came to the Besor brook, two hundred had to stay behind because 
they did not have the stamina to continue. They came across an Egyptian who 
was captured by the Amalekites who when a few days ago he became sick, he was 
abandoned in the fields. The Egyptian agreed to show David where the 
Amalekites were. Verse nine. 
 
9. So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to 
the brook Besor, where those that were left behind stayed. 
10. But David pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred abode 
behind, which were so faint that they could not go over the brook Besor. 
11. And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and gave 
him bread, and he did eat; and they made him drink water; 
12. And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and two clusters of raisins: and 
when he had eaten, his spirit came again to him: for he had eaten no bread, nor 
drunk any water, three days and three nights. 
13. And David said unto him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? 
And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my 
master left me, because three days agone I fell sick. 
14. We made an invasion upon the south of the Cherethites, and upon the coast 
which belongeth to Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag 
with fire. 
15. And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this company? And he 
said, Swear unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me into 
the hands of my master, and I will bring thee down to this company. 
 
When they finally caught up to the Amalekites, they were having a huge party 
because of all that they had captured from the Philistines and Judah. David was 
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able to kill all but four hundred of the men who fled on camels, but these men 
fled with none of the possession or people they had taken. David was able to 
recover all. Verse sixteen. 
 
16. And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad upon 
all the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, because of all the great spoil that 
they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. 
17. And David smote them from the twilight even unto the evening of the next 
day: and there escaped not a man of them, save four hundred young men, 
which rode upon camels, and fled. 
18. And David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David 
rescued his two wives. 
19. And there was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons 
nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taken to them: David 
recovered all. 
20. And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they drave before those 
other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil. 
 
David herded the livestock and had the people follow him back to the Besor 
brook. Some of the men who went with David to recover the people, livestock, 
and property did not want to give to the men who stayed by the brook. David 
made a decision that all would benefit from the recovery of the people, livestock, 
and possessions, because the men who stayed behind were guarding supplies. 
From that day forward it became a law in Israel that all who participated in the 
battle, whether on the front lines or guarding supplies in the rear would benefit 
from any plunder of war recovered. Verse twenty-one. 
 
21. And David came to the two hundred men, which were so faint that they 
could not follow David, whom they had made also to abide at the brook Besor: 
and they went forth to meet David, and to meet the people that were with him: 
and when David came near to the people, he saluted them. 
22. Then answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of those that went 
with David, and said, Because they went not with us, we will not give them 
ought of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every man his wife and his 
children, that they may lead them away, and depart. 
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23. Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the LORD 
hath given us, who hath preserved us, and delivered the company that came 
against us into our hand. 
24. For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that goeth 
down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part 
alike. 
25. And it was so from that day forward, that he made it a statute and an 
ordinance for Israel unto this day. 
26. And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the elders of 
Judah, even to his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of the spoil of the 
enemies of the LORD; 
27. To them which were in Bethel, and to them which were in south Ramoth, 
and to them which were in Jattir, 
28. And to them which were in Aroer, and to them which were in Siphmoth, and 
to them which were in Eshtemoa, 
29. And to them which were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities of 
the Jerahmeelites, and to them which were in the cities of the Kenites, 
30. And to them which were in Hormah, and to them which were in Chorashan, 
and to them which were in Athach, 
31. And to them which were in Hebron, and to all the places where David 
himself and his men were wont to haunt. 
 
Back in Jezreel, the battle between the Israelite and Philistines was heating up, 
and the Philistines wanted Saul and his sons dead, first killing his sons, including 
Jonathan. Saul was badly wounded in the fight and asked his armor bearer to kill 
him lest he be taken alive. The armor bearer couldn’t kill Saul, and Saul fell on his 
sword taking his own life. When Saul was dead, the armor bearer fell on his own 
sword. The armies of Israel fled and the Philistines moved in taking the bodies of 
Saul and his sons and their armor as trophies. When the residents of Jabeshgilead 
heard what the Philistines did to Saul and his sons, they came to recover the 
bodies and then cremated them so there would be no more fighting over a body, 
and buried the remaining bones under a tree at Jabesh. They then fasted for 
seven days. First Samuel chapter thirty-one verse one. 
 
1 Samuel 31:1-13 
1. Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from 
before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 
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2. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the 
Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons. 
3. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was 
sore wounded of the archers. 
4. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me 
through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and 
abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore 
Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 
5. And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his 
sword, and died with him. 
6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that 
same day together. 
7. And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and 
they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and 
that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the 
Philistines came and dwelt in them. 
8. And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the 
slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 
9. And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and 
among the people. 
10. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his 
body to the wall of Bethshan. 
11. And when the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead heard of that which the Philistines 
had done to Saul; 
12. All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul and 
the bodies of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt 
them there. 
13. And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and 
fasted seven days. 
 
Reading chapter thirty-one while it is clear that the medium correctly foretold 
what would happen to Saul, we do not know why. We do not know if a demon 
speaking through the medium knew what would happen to Saul based on God’s 
will, or if the medium made a prediction simply based on the information 
provided by Saul and common knowledge of the interactions with David and the 
Philistines that provided a negative affirmation to Saul that became Saul’s future 



 

This transcript Copyright Tom Laign 2020 and is free to be used for non-commercial purposes. 
 

reality. We do know why Saul died from a parallel account in first Chronicles 
chapter ten verses thirteen and fourteen.  
 
1 Chronicles 10:13-14 
13. So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, 
even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it; 
14. And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the 
kingdom unto David the son of Jesse. 
 
Saul died because he first did not utterly destroy the Amalekites as instructed by 
God, and this gave rise to David as the next king of Israel. Saul also asked counsel 
of a medium instead of trusting God, giving a second reason for his death, making 
David the undisputed king of Israel. 
 
Thank you for joining us today. God-willing we’ll get together next time on the 
Sabbath. Until then, thank you for joining us today. 
 


